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From the moment he set his eyes on the site standing on the

edge of an inactive volcanic crater in what was then the

Bophuthatswana homeland, Sol Kerner, the brainchild of Sun City,

never doubted his idea would work. This idea evolved into the

Sun International group of properties.

He opened the Sun City Resort on 7 December 1979, which

culminated into the development of the Sun International group

of properties.

The natural and cultural landscape of Sun City instantly caught

the imagination of entertainment-hungry South Africans who

could for the first time explore the excitement and glamour of

gambling and concerts with international artists.

Given its proximity to Johannesburg and Pretoria, Sun City soon

became a choice destination, that through time evolved into one

of South Africa’s most popular all-encompassing entertainment

and leisure destinations.

Sun City Resort initially comprised of the Sun City Hotel and

Casino, as well as the Gary Player Country Club.

The resort was subsequently expanded with the development of

the Cabanas and Cascades Hotel accommodation facilities as

well as the Entertainment Centre.

In 1992, the Palace of the Lost City, Valley of Waves and Lost City

Country Club were opened to the public.

The study area is comprised of

tangible heritage resources from

the Farming Community Period.

Settlements and previous

occupations are marked

through archaeological material

culture remains, the most visible

of which are ceramics and

stonewalling.
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Acknowledging the intrinsic archaeological significance of the landscape, Sun

International first approached Digby Wells in 2016, to undertake a heritage

sensitivity analysis of the northern slopes of the so-called “Sun City

Mountain” in support of an exclusive property development.

Our analysis demonstrated this Project as unfeasible as it would have

impacted a large stonewalled settlement protected in terms of National

Heritage Resources Act (NHRA).

As an outcome of the aforementioned processes, Digby Wells recommended

the development and implementation of a detailed Heritage Conservation

Management Plan (CMP) to manage and conserve the unique heritage within

Sun City. Sun International, recognising and acknowledging the importance of

our country’s heritage, appointed Digby Wells to develop the Heritage CMP

through a participatory process. This included engaging representatives from

Traditional Authorities, museums, academics, local and provincial government

in focus group meetings to provide a platform for these individuals to

contribute.

In lieu of developing the exclusive property, Sun International in conjunction

with UNREAL – The Company (UNREAL), proposed to construct and operate

an approximate 900 m long chair lift from the Sun City Welcome Centre to the

top of the Sun City Mountain. Digby Wells supported an application for

Environmental Authorisation (EA) for this Project through completing a

detailed Fauna and Flora, and Heritage Impact Assessment to comply with the

National Environmental Management Act (NEMA) and NHRA.

Parallel to this Project, Sun International embarked on an ambitious multi-

million rand refurbishment to revitalise Sun City’s iconic appeal and ensure

that it retains its rightful place as South Africa’s entertainment mecca. Sun

City proposed to expand and maintain the resort complex, by developing 18

projects over a ten to fifteen year period. These 18 projects are grouped

under the following categories:

• Revitalisation of the Sun City Hotels;

• Renovations to the Entertainment Centre;

• Upgrading of the Valley of the Waves; and

• Resort Expansion Projects.

These developments required an application for EA in terms of the NEMA and

thus an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). Given our understanding of

the Project site as well as our pragmatic, reasoned consideration of Sun

Internationals plans to position themselves for the future, Sun City requested

Digby Wells to complete the EIA for the 18 planned projects they intend to

implement, including the requisite specialist studies.

Given the extent of the site and the dense vegetation, traditional

methodologies for recording the stonewalled settlement proved

impractical. To manage this, Digby Wells employed the latest

advances in drone and LiDAR technology to record the site,

which saved Sun International undue expense and provided the

first detailed recording of the site.

Not only did the information gathered inform the preservation

principles captured in the Heritage CMP, it also formed the basis

for future research that can contribute to an understanding of

the regional cultural landscape, and the history of the people

who still reside therein.

Sun International demonstrated their commitment to doing what

is right with respect to conservation of both natural and cultural

heritage. The outcomes of the Project is a testament value of

heritage, not only in respect of those aspects mentioned in the

preamble to the NHRA, but also the role it plays in the concept of

“Social License to Operate”.

Congratulations to all those that contributed to the successful

conclusion of this journey with Sun International.
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40 Years on, Sun City remains one of the most exciting and all-

encompassing entertainment and leisure destinations in the

country.


